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On December 4, 1980, the body of
Jean Donovan, a 27-year-old lay worker
for the Catholic Church, was found in a
crude grave near San Salvador. With her
remains were those of three nuns: Maria
Clarke, Ita Ford, and Dorothy Kazel.
They had all been brutally murdered.



long in the heat
thecry
of a tropical bird




with the first shot
a sudden beating
of wings



for a moment
the bullets sound
like bells



in one silver crucifix
a flash
of sun



between Hail Marys
the taste
of blood




where they stood
the green leaves flocked
with red



from the open grave
rising halos
of mist




after the earth
only the silent kyrie
of stars
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““After this | saw four angels
standing at the four corners
of theearth...."

(Revelation 7:1)



