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The Tree It Was






anemic
white crocus
pushing through



ambulance
Just as shrill
from the inside

unshaven at midnight
the doctor
half my age



five tries to get a vein
the leaf’s purple
underside

biopsy
a few red petals
the wind tore off



children’s ward
a doll in the window
facing out

colouring
my four year old avoids
the red crayon



a second time
the full moon
from this white room



morphine mothwing



kittyhawk
i
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February sun
between double panes
a fly begins to stir

nightfall . . .
the zoo keeper
lets himself out



snowbound
colouring inside
the lines

frost at the window
a bowl of white rice
steaming



early morning
through the fog faintly
wind chimes

at the river’s edge
old railway tracks
end



midnight rain
the vacancy sign
is turned off

in the long grass
of the old orchard
surveyor’s stakes



the last basket
of root cellar apples
rain in the orchard

after a spring rain
cherry blossoms overflowing
the dog’s drinking bowl




twilight stars
one by one
the children called home



charcoal
drawing the tree
1t was
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