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Unexpected Light

In one remarkable haiku in this remarkable
collection, Ludmila Balabanova sees (and invites
readers to see along with her) “unexpected light”
shine through the translucent wings of a moth. If
haiku is an art of discovery, as I believe it must be,
Balabanova is one of the foremost, most committed
explorers of our time. She opens her mind and
senses to find unexpected light in the outer universe
of nature and the inner one of her own emotions,
memories, and dreams.

Though she is an intellectual who has written a fine
critical study of the philosophical underpinnings
of the genre — Haiku: A Dragonfly Under the Hat
(The Power of the Unsaid) - Balabanova does
not approach the composition of such poetry as
an intellectual. Following in the tradition of the
great seventeenth-century haiku master Bashd,
she relies more on heart than on intellect in her
poetic art of one-breath revelation. She trusts her
heart — that rich, intuitive, deeper-than-rational
realm of consciousness — to discover light under
a moth’s wings, the celestial connection between
a kiss at a bus stop and a day moon, the hidden
linkage of cornflowers with a feeling of unasked-
for love. Such discoveries require a guileless
openness to the present moment of the sort that
more children than adults achieve. Lucky for us,
Balabanova is an intellectual critic but, as a poet,
deeply intuitive.

<.



These pages are filled with whimsical flights of
imagination, wry humor, poignant records of love
and separation, and open-eyed reflections on a
universe continuously unfolding its meanings before
the poet’s eyes and our own. The thirty-nine haiku
that follow are an invitation to readers to become
discoverers themselves: to see what the poet sees,
imagine what she imagines, feel what she feels.
Because so much depends on (in Balabanova’s
phrase) “the power of the unsaid,” each haiku in
this volume leaves ample unspoken space for readers
to go beyond her revelations to achieve (as the poet
once put it) “their own enlightenment.”

This little book is a treasure. You will read it and re-
read it many times, savoring it, contemplating it, and
with each perusal, discovering more.

Unexpected light awaits.

David G. Lanoue

Xavier University of Louisiana

President, Hatku Society of America
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HeouakBana cBemauna

B egno 3abeaeskumeano xatiky om masu 3abeaesku-
meana cbupka Alogmuaa BaraGanoBa Buskga (u kanu
yumameaume ga Bugam saegno ¢ nen) Gaacek
Ha ,,HeouakBana cBemauna® npes nposupawume
kpuaa na nowna nenepyga. Ako xatky e uskycmBo
Ha omkpumuemo, kakBomo a3 BapBam, ue mpa6Ba
ga Ovge, barabanoBa e equn om nai-Bakunume,
nati-nocBemenume uscaegoBameau na nawemo Bpe-
me. Ta omBapa cesnanuemo u cemuBama cu, 3a ga
omkpuBa neouakBana cBemauna BB Benwnama
Bceaena na npupogama u BeB Bompewnama Beeae-
Ha Ha HeliHUME eMOuUU, CNOMEeHU U Meumu.

Benpeku ue e unmeaekmyaaka, nanucaaa npegema-
Bumeano kpumuuecko uscaegBane na ¢pusocodpcku-
me onopu Ha Fkanpa — Xauky: Bogno konue nog wan-
kama (Curama na neugeoBopenomo) — nogxogem
na baaabanoBa koM nucanemo na makaBa noesus
He e unmeaekmyasen. CaegBatiku mpaguuusma na
Beaukus maticmop na xaiiky om 17-u Bek Bawvwo,
msa pasuuma noBeue na cepuemo, omkoakomo na
unmeaekma, B netnomo noemuuecko uskycmBo na
mpaewo equn gox omkpoBenue. Ta ce goBepaBa na
cobpuemo cu — masu bozama, uamyumuBra obaacm
Ha Cb3HAHUEMO, N0-gbaGoka om pauuonasnama — 3a
ga omkpue cBemauna nog kpuaama na nowna
nenepyga, npekpacnomo pogecmBo na egna ueayBka
Ha aBmobycna cnupka ¢ gneBrama ayna, ckpumama
Bpeska meskgy memauuuna B nuBama u uyBemBomo
3a AloGoB, kosmo ne e uckana. TakuBa omkpumus



usuckBam egna neBunna omBopenocm kem nacmo-
awua momenm, kakBamo nocmuzam noBeue geua-
ma, omkoakomo Bespacmrume. 3a naw kocmem,
barabanoBa e unmesekmyaren kpumuk, no kamo
noem e goaboko unmyumuBna.

Tesu cmpanuuu ca usneanenu ¢ npuuygauBu nosemu
na BeoOpakenuemo, uponus, eopuuBu aemonucu
3a AloboB u pasgsaaa, u uyBemBumeanu pepaekcuu
Ha equn kocmoc, nenpekocnamo paskpuBaw, cBou-
me 3HaUEHUA Npeg ouume Ha noemecama u npeg
nawume ouu. Tpugecem u geBemme xatiky, kou-
mo caegBam, ca nokana kem uumameaume camume
me ga cmanam omkpuBameau: ga Buskgam moBa,
koemo noemecama Buikga, ga cu npegcmaBam,
koemo ms cu npegcmaBsa, ga uyBemBam, kakBomo
msa uyBemBa. 11 sawomo moakoBa mnozo saBucu
om ,,cusama na neuseoBopenomo” (no gymume na
BaaabanoBa), Beako xatiky B masu knuea ocmaBa
oBbwupno npocmpancmBo om Hegouskasanocm na
yumameaume, 3a ga omugam omBeg netinume pas-
kpumus u ga nocmuenam (kakmo noemecama Beg-
nwvk ce uspasaBa) ,.cBoe cobemBeno npospenue”.
Tasu maaka knuea e uenna naxogka. Bue we =
uememe U we A npenpouumame MHO20 NbMU,
nacaakgaBatiku ce, pasmuwasBatiku Bepxy nes, u ¢
Beeku npouum wie omkpuBame noBeue.
HeouakBanama cBemauna ouakBa.

AetiBug I'. Aanlo

RcaBuep ynuBepcumem na Ayuguana
Ilpegugenm, Xaiiky Cocativmu v8 Auepuka
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aooaka

an apple

xuaagosemus caeg Agam u EBa

millennia after Adam and Eve



npouwka: Ha mpunaticem  3aamna pubka BeB Bogonag
gopBomo go nposopeua
ubdna nak

forgiveness: thirteen years old a goldfish in a waterfall
the tree by the window
again in bloom
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skeaanue

desire

14

go 20pHOMO ,,go" Ha nposemen goikg

till the high C of spring rain

kokuuema nog aegenu Bucyaku...

I just called to say
I love you

snowdrops under icicles...
I just called to say
I love you



nopBu cavnueB avu
Bopxy kamennus Botnuk

MupHa ympuH

first sunbeam
on the stone soldier
peaceful morning
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npoaemma cu omuBa -
Bepa npeubdmeru 2ayxapuema
BB BempoBumama npuBeuep

end of spring -
picking dandelion clocks

in the windy afternoon



gaau cme moakoBa pasauunu
koakomo cu mucaum —
cavruozaegoBa nuBa

are we as different
as we think -
sunflower field

18

B camoaema

on the plane

cnogeAasame egHu u couu kpmxa

sharing the same wings



yIMpUuHeH xAag
Ha nycmus naak copue
om kamoenu

morning chill
on the deserted beach a heart
made of stones

20



Mmemauuuna B nuBama...
masu Heuckana alo6oB

B ouume u

cornflowers...
this unasked-for love

fills her eyes
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Beeaa ueayBka
na cnupkama -
gueBna Ayna

swift kiss
at the bus stop -
day moon



AloBoBna now
nagam 3Besqu cpeg jkumama
u ce npeBpowam B makoBe

night of love
stars fall in the field
and turn into poppies
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mosama 3Besga
na cBemaunnu 2ogunu om mewn. ..
cBemyaku

my star
light years away...
fireflies



ouakBane...
NACHYHU 3aMbUU

nog npoauBnus gekg

waiting...
sandcastles
under the pelting rain
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nezoBume gymu...
neouakBana cBemauna
nog kpuaa na nowna nenepyga

his words...
unexpected light

under a moth’s wings
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Alo6oB

Bopxy menkama kuua -
gBa 2vAabda

love
on the thin wire -
two pigeons



DescbHHA HOW,
MosAm gox nopakga

nezoBume conuwa

sleepless night
my breath moves
his dreams



HOWEH hoAem uepBenomo na masu posa  gopu B 6ogaume u
noBepaBam me 3a masko
na 3Besgume

night flight the red of that rose even in its thorns
I entrust you for a while
to the stars
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kpasm...
kvgemo u ga e necenma na caaBes

He MokeM ga A HamepuMm

the end...
wherever the nightingale’s song is
unable to find it
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cAeg pasgssama...
noAem Ha nmuua

nag 2opuuBa Boga

after parting...
a bird’s flight

over bitter water



koneu om xBepuuso...
kadenemo kogemo
ce cpewaxme

the string of a kite
stolen by the wind...
the café where we met
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noBa alo6oB...

Ha MAacmomo na uBemapckus mazasun
anmeka

new love...
in place of the flower shop
a drugstore

38

omuge cu AAMOMO...
ombeansBam cmpanuuama
¢ nepo om uatika

end of summer...
I bookmark the page
with a seagull’s feather



nepBume koamu aucma
npecmpyBam ce ue xapecBam
npasiuka

first yellow leaves
pretending to like
the party

40

cnokoen caegobeg
mosim Bayk youBa u cekuBaBa

gecem 2aunenu Bounuuu

peaceful afternoon
my grandson kills and revives
ten clay soldiers



naBausame B mynea
no paguomo

XuMHa Ha MopsAuume

entering a tunnel
on the radio
the sailors” hymn



CyXu Aucma

naBemu B ueaume na 60p:

msAxHama cpewa

dry leaves
drifted over pine needles:
their meeting
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3aBot na pekama
cBemaunu ¢ neusBecmen npousxog
cpeg mpocmukume

bend in the river
lights of unknown origin
among the reeds



anyapcku caegobeg
MeAoguAmA
om eguH 4epHO-0s1A Puam

January afternoon
the melody from
a black-and-white film



cnomexu. ..
ceme na uBeme
mekgy cmpanuuume na knuea

memories...
a flower seed between

the pages of a book

48

xocnuc. ..
3awo Aynama kpue
gpyzomo cu Auue?

hospice...
why does the moon hide
its other face?



CpegHOWHA MeAOgUA
He2oBama matina alocoB
om moakoBa mMnozo 2oqunu

midnight melody
his secret love
for so many years
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ceMeen aAbym...
cBemaunu na npopyuaBauw Baak
B nowma

family album...
lights of a passing train
in the night
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cmapo 2poduue
Bucoku kunapucu
npoduBam nebemo

old graveyard
tall cypresses
pierce the heavens
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cmpanen uepBen 0baak

a strange red cloud
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omauBkama na Heuus gywa

the cast of someone’s soul

mezkgy 3Besgume

between the stars

neBugumu 3Besgu

invisible stars



Besconna now,  poca Bopxy Oypenume

sleepless night dewdrops on the weeds

58



“desire till the high C of spring rain”: Modern Haiku, Vol. 47.1,
Winter-Spring, 2016.
“snowdrops under icicles...”: Chrysanthemum, #6, October, 2009.
“first sunbeam”: A4 Thousand Cranes, International Haiku Festival
Anthology, 2015; written music for piano,
cello and soprano by Dirk Blockeel.
“onthe plane  sharing the same wings”: Modern Haiku, Vol. 45.3,
Autumn, 2014.
“night flight”: World Haiku, No 5, Tokyo, 2009.
“morning chill”: World Haiku, No 11, Tokyo, 2015.
“cornflowers...”: World Haiku, No 11, Tokyo, 2015.
“swift kiss”: Modern Haiku, Vol. 45.3, Autumn, 2014.
“night of love”: Haiku Friends, Vol. 3, Osaka, 2009.
“my star”: Haiku Friends, Vol. 3, Osaka, 2009.
“his words...”: World Haiku, No 8, Tokyo, 2012.
“love”: World Haiku, No 8, Tokyo, 2012.
“sleepless night”: Haiku Friends, Vol. 3, Osaka, 2009.
“after parting...”: Haiku Friends, Vol. 3, Osaka, 2009;
World Haiku, No 10, Tokyo, 2014
“the string”: Haiku Friends, Vol. 3, Osaka, 2009; World Haiku,
No 10, Tokyo, 2014.
“new love...”: Modern Haiku, Vol. 43.3, Autumn, 2012.
“dry leaves™: World Haiku, No 9, Tokyo, 2013.
“entering a tunnel”: Chrysanthemum, #6, October, 2009.
“bend in the river”: Haiku Friends, Vol. 3, Osaka, 2009;
World Haiku, No 10, Tokyo, 2014.
“memories”: Frogpond, Vol. 38:2, Spring/Summer, 2015.
“January afternoon”: Simply Haiku, vol. 6, No4, Winter, 2008.
“family album...”: Modern Haiku, Vol. 40.3, Autumn, 2009;
World Haiku, No 6, Tokyo, 2010.
“old graveyard”: World Haiku, No 7, Tokyo, 2011.
“sleepless night ~ dewdrops on the weeds”: Modern Haiku,
Vol. 43.3, Autumn, 2012.
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