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"This kaleidoscope of poems reflects life growing up on my family’s farm
in Kansas during the 1940s and 1950s. Itis a tribute and celebration
of the agrarian lifestyle of that era, portraying a blend of personal
experiences in farming, weather, home life and family activities including
close relationships with members of my extended family, in a period
of time at the threshold of unimaginable change.

Kansas is named after the Kansa Native American tribe which
inhabited the area. The tribe’s name is often said to mean “people of
the south wind”.






high plains spring
a couple of stallions
whinny their manes



a pheasant’s low flight
to the fence line
contrail sky



suppertime
the corner hay bale
props up the sun



listening to the sky...
the wheat rustling



hazy moon
the apple-mint stretches
out of the pot



off the hayloft
into the wheat pile
para

chut

f—



fast moving clouds

little brother hiding at the top
of the windmill



thunder
angus heifers bolt
down the fence line



sunshine after rain
a pot of geraniums
scents the morning breeze



this first time
i see water flowing in the dry creek bed



prairie sunshine
a tiny flower
with an indian name



a lullaby
in grandpa’s first language
apricot blossoms



high cirrus sky
fluffy ducklings kite
the pond’s wind-waves



hailstorms side-sweep the wheat field harvest week



harsh sun
the complicated eyes
of a grasshopper



quiet twilight
grandpa trims thin imbs
with his pocketknife



clouds drifting by

sound of the sprinkler
rotating



a patchwork
of hollyhock flowers
a quilt on the line

tractor sound...
from the south quarter



phone lines down
hot south winds blowing
all day



the longest day
he stilis the tractor
at twilight



thunder moon
odor of the rodeo
kicking up

the clown barrel spinning...
the bull’s snorty breath



dog day afternoon
we take turns moving
the garden hose



cucumberandmelonblossomsinterminglethelongday



rattlesnake bite
at the creek bed rocks tenth year



an old love song
mother slices
home grown tomatoes



white clouds shimmer
into sunset pink
evening calm

viewing the vast milky sky
we name the stars we know



hide and seek
among the hollyhocks
august moon



distant grain elevators
in mirage
the silent shimmering



a water tower
holds up the summer sky
hometown parade



10 hesitation in mother’s hand mushroom gathering



a slaughtered beef hangs
from the barn peak
autumn chill



ghost stories
campfire embers drift
and disappear



barn party
autumn leaves
do-si-do

chicken in the bread pan
pickin’ out dough



gently falling snow
grandma’s bread dough
nearly risen



morning light
the little pile of snow
below the keyhole

the rooster’s crow
ice-white



buffalo country
he digs through snow
to dig the grave

softly from her piano
in the sweet by and by



each pencil lead
the same shade of gray
winter deepens



a snitch of dad’s red wool
in the barbed wire
crows talking



winter moon
the cat nudges in
through the closing door



fading contrails a pheasant’s tail tracks in snow
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