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THE ESSENCE 

Of THIS

EUiku by Davk) Sahouc l Bloch 

by Julie -HA^n BlochIlluscrATion
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'CUe sun ^bovc cloubs 

knows a brtlliAoc wAy
co pass s rAiny 5j?nn^ ^Ayr



Over cbe edge's

cbrougb spAces between clouds 

beAveoly Igbc screams

SwnbeAms "fAnning out 

bireceion

ou’ve surrounbeb me l
in every

T
Ics cloubs couching"

cbe very cops oj- cbe crees 

cbe sky |aIIs no jrurcber

Cloubs bebmb creecops

sibbowecceb by cbe sun

a per^ecc seccin^"

Wbiee woolen socks

cumulus cloubs cover in5.joocbills oj-“ cbe Cscs kills



Loubly cowing' crow 

who woulb b&re berry your cl Aim:
Ruler oj* uhis



providing sucb-pAsc$ for crows, 

btAb cacs 

escrow in btAven

l suppose,

Deserceb golp course

bur bib you see tbxt bAilstone 

m<\ke a bole in one 71• *

Cbe beAvens muse be pleAseb 

liseen co cbAC sounb

oj7 ebunberous clAppin^

owerj'ul wi nb 

remtnbs ebe j-orgeej'ul one 

wbo’s in control

CTbe P

just

Climbing tbe lAbber

cArpenters in bigb pUces 

birect boArb meeti



St^rcleb by jbocsreys 

for frog susyenbeb 

bejbre spUsbmg bown
ci roe,



For fun loving fingers
g of winb chimesno Age rin 

irresistible

chose ripe scrAwberries

-describe them Agun while I 

absorb cheir sweecness

Surveying che vasc

scincillAnng bbue oce^n 

inch myself _ AWAke !

Nevers ink. River

- people wieb life preservers 

noe CAkmo" chAnces

F

s
Z?he rushing river 

Anb none 

cbe

else ^Aring co cross 

j'loobeb |bocbrt'b^e'



snowy owl 

never before seem5 one
I sr^re, wi^e-eyei, b^ck*



Our colb weAther crick

movingto keep ^rom freezing 

the brook’s aIwavs knownY5
Light rAin becomes heAvy ice 

with a subben colb 

Anb tim
5 HAPbers jkll

WArm sun urges trees, 

“Bloom

I WArn, “Its Winter”

geowsly! . rBewAre^courA

Inches on the rAil 
mock the errAnt -j-orecAscer s 

snow ”“light busting oj-"

Lining the brAnch tops
bown j^rom a greAt comjorter 

seAson snow

s
Touc



prom a cloudless sky 

how coul^ nxwbrops he falling? 

My wrpr wirh ebe hose [



One of tVie movers

studies my wife Anb cbe box 

lAbleb simply, “rocks”

HeArmg her WArm ng",
“WACcb ouc for the columbine!” 

as I mow -cbe... oops!

Got co cbegArben

usr in rime co CArcb cbe slugsi
licking liccle lips

Likely lAnbing-
on -cbe roof of my cxr

peer brAgonj-lybeltco

Ir fell on my cAr
when \ crieb running over 

cbe j?ASsin^ sKxbow



Carelessly crossing" 

gamboling cbeir lives AWAy 

cbe beer bowewArb bounb



Che lAnbscApe complete 

mAScerpiece
wich chAC InbiAn painebrush

Anb a

P
CrAckling" hoc embers 

spwreer Anb spir c

cool rAin, cnxckin^ rocks

che Iawh

hrough Ashes

Lighcin^ up

che -jnrej'ly convencion 

welcomes one Anb aII

-^reworks 

-j-lAring in che biscAnc b^rk- 

bon’c miss out conighc [

Coloreb brops of lighc

showering in che heAvens 

che grAnb -junAle

Hmc



Bnng in barking 

rwo geese bonking" overbe*b 

loc^l ^lArno clocks



I remember bow
generous wicb love you beameb 

as I Awakeneb

cbe neighbors ’ sburcers 

repainceb orange for free 

- ebe sunrise special i

CryscAls casc tbeir Igbc

white waIIs capture rainbows cl 

what a morning’s catch
CAP

Dig black b

j^uzzy little clinging one 

bangles jrom bis neck

stanbs°s up

Welcome borne, master!

we, tbe bogs, have no knowledge 

wbo cbeweb up ebe coucb



A pine- sizeb poodle 

boldly obliterating 

boojjrmts oj- borses



zMc mice of eke house

or ckeir Mexican cousins 

rcb koe pepper thieves

NJoc cjuice keeping up

eke bx>by neb^eho^ scrambles 

mockerxfeer ics

Never sr> upbAce

from our on eke scene scarecrow 

filleb wick Ls.sc yexr’s news

GArbsge picker

wicb rcb, wbice xnb blue pxrey hxe 

Inbenenbence Day

i

F T
goes wick scrxngerCac

unknown fueure beceer 

ekAnr T1 ne5lecc



Morning glories climb

cbc security -fence 

m*ki»g zheir cscxf?e



Wmccr bekinb waLLs 

bwc Li seen- a birb sin
wArmly Anb jreely

No neeb co escape
enjoy eke essence oj"ckis 

y Sj?rin^r eveningsnow

pilling hAirlme crocks
sitiaII, frAil -flowers blossoming" 

pushing ASibe rock

Amibsr 

piles of broken brAOckes 

yellow bA-j"j"obils

EArch moving noAckmes 

eke bAffobils bwrieb
won’t see Anocber .Spring"

Pwskin



ever — squirrels 

circle tree trunks -'btzx 

-wotiv*te& rrose i



Marks of outstretched wings

on transparent: glass, stunning" 

much Spring cleanirg-too

Early Spring -flowers

and look, no two snowdrops 

are exactly alike7
ETender leaves Sotting trees 

filling the forest

delicate heightwith

Budding beauties, these

trees trying on fair and fresh 

frilly Spring fashions

.Spring breezes
rattle clinging autumn leaves 

with eviction notices



KMn ^r>o
broPP'”5 r _

Rubbles oj' |perj-iume'



Raid showers cbis Spring 

our welcome Anb re^ul^r 

weekenb visitors

A wArrn welcome

awaics colb rAinbrops rushing

co3
you

rounberhtrscT 5reer

rememberDoor
IL cbPrAY'nS for a 15 rann

bAck when brouobc cbre^cenebS
Everybody

* 1 - peepersir s goir>^ co rAin t 
cao’c keep a secrec

RAiocloiAbs beposic cbeir weAlrb 

ac cbe river bAtok 

Aob I’m vhc celler l



A robin a’steelin'
cloe l^bor orce j-roro our

—uneArebec!* eAreb worms



Dawo of a Spring
a blAckbir^ bouncing, bobbing" 

focuseb on breAkfAsc

Don’r worry zherc birb
your mourbful of scrAW is safe 

- nesr wrecker ? Nor me!

Cbcre in rke silence

when my minb cjuir chszcenng 

Summer birbs cbirr,ns
A greAr blue heron 

nonch^lAnrly crossing 

rbe greAr blue Summer skT
Long wings of a birb

forever slowly flAppi n^g 

ebrougb my memo7



Morning mour>c<MO mi$C 

moves cbe romb -from ebe munbone' 

co cbe tr)A<ric^L5



Veit VApor
blurs hiscinccions...seems to open 

windows bee ween worths

A cernecerT
overlooking rbe bigbw^y

- r^lk Abour resc scops :i

Above cbe buscle

serein^ Amon^ mownCAins 

sucb serentc

sun

T
Evergreens

offer cbeir limbs co be injecreb 

swnligbr rbrougb neebles

Nigbc rime
buc nonce rbe sun

rej-lecreh incb^r sliver of cbe moon



Brigkc L\nccm bel£> high 

me safely home' 
rhank you, ■j'ltll moon jrienb
escorci"S



David Samuel Bloch is a registered dietitian 

who started writing haiku in the Winter of 1992. 
He is also a songwriter and has played the 

guitar for over 20 gears.
Julie Hagan Bloch received her Bachelor of 

Fine Arts degree from the University of Cincin­
nati in 1974. She does hand-carved stamps, 
illustration, and calligraphy.

Married in 1985, David and Julie share 

their home with Julies mother and her cat, 
Neko Chan, and also with two dogs (Dougie, a 

little brown poodle, and Ernie, a big black lab­
rador), and four rabbits. The Blochs also spend 

their time singing harmonies together, gardening, 
and otherwise looking after household life in 

Hurleyvllle, ‘KJew^^ork^.
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