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W ,were in Pawhuska a couple of weeks ago. .
It was my first visit m aimost 10 vears. It was

the first in over, 20 years that d1d not mvolve a

funeral

We pulled mto town a llttle past noqn_ my fa-
ther-two of my brothers, my sister, my wife,

‘and myself The Pullman Diner, my grand-

mother’s favorite restaurant, was closed so we
mvaded the Bluestem Cafe for lunch.
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the large table .
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filled with strangers

homestead
- a Mississippi Kite
«circles the sun

grandma’SZStore
smaller than I remember
sun-warmed brick
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a mocKingbird sings 5
from the cemetery fence
empty summer Shky

s ~ Sunday afternoon -
; the neon diner sign
unlit

Who lives in Oklahoma? It is a land of survivors.



There are other surwwrs who have thelr

'7;{' T E\ \"(;

’I?he Chero}(ees who' walkied hundred “of il - names inscribed on'a granite slab. They are o
at gunpoint along the  Trail of Tears. The Okie " the ones who were in the Alfred P. Murrah

farmers who held their families together during = L Fedéral Buxldmg on April 19.1995. A secre- 'J'{

“the. Great __Dépressmn Their monumeﬁts are' gt ‘ -:{gi,,tary a secret service agent, all of the rest. At

- 9.01 théy were drinking: coffee and- taleg
i about thelr kids W1th co—WQrKers At 9:.02 they
2 became surv1vors
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farmly l‘eumon s
the cries of cicadas

flll the nlghf

The name of the ones who called in s;cK or who S e e e e 3 T
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A Tiroken thild:

We Search f.d'i'i»’ihe trUtH | e Lo in the firefighter’s arms
We seek Justice. R - -~ collateral damage v
- The Courts Require it. b asiinai it ! th i T
‘;J‘;ﬂae Victims Cry for it. ’ ey e heroism
And GOD Demands 1t’ ‘ R v , F of staying alive . ..

spray paint, Oklahoma City memorial



% the home of "Frank Phllhps aﬁd“?ﬁilhpsﬁ@ Frank
- was a typical OKlahoma oil man—he collected

prehistoric artifacts,” live giraffes, and Fredrick
Remington art. He was the only white to be named

-an honorary chlef of the Osage Natnon

days<Theré are fewer cowboy hats than there used
to be and more buildings. The streets are clean
-and spacious. ‘The city landmark a Fi rank Lloyd

“Wright apartment bu11d1ng. is belng restored instead

of renovated

_Tomght”

cosmopohtan Sh@en to it th&se'

' As we passed t‘he city ’parK we saw tbat::the
temperature had finally dropped below 100. ‘.
A ‘sandwich hpard out front read “Baseball
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