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This is the final haiga. On the following pages, 
you’ll see how it was created. 



It starts with this photo of a taxidermied  

ivory-billed woodpecker. 



Lord God Bird 

Called this because of 
“the exclamations of 
awed on-lookers,” the 
ivory-billed woodpecker 
was once the largest 
woodpecker in the United 
States.  Its wingspan was 
30 inches. 

 

It’s now considered 
“definitely or probably 
extinct,” due mostly to 
deforestation, as well as 
hunting by collectors. 

 

 

 I started with this 
image because it 
pulled me 
emotionally.  

 

 As one of the species 
that’s lost its habitat 
to humans, it stands 
for what humans 
stand to lose in 
exchange for what 
we’ve gained. 

 

 The lighting and the 
background leave a 
lot to be desired. 
Photoshop Elements 
can help.  



This captures the colors of the live bird.  

Next, smoothing out the background. 



This leaves some information about the bird’s 
habitat, while highlighting the bird itself and 

providing blank space for the text. 



Writing the 

haiku 

Almost always, the image 
comes first for me, 
followed by composition 
of the accompanying 
haiku.  

 

What theme, feeling, or 
emotion does the image 
convey? In this case, it 
was a combination of 
awe, beauty, and loss. 

 

I prefer a slant 
relationship between the 
image and the haiku, 
rather than a simple 
restatement. 

 When I think of 
woodpeckers, what 
comes to mind first 
is the tapping of 
their bills against 
wood.  

 

 These woodpeckers 
often lived in 
wetlands or 
swamps, so the taps 
of rain suggested 
themselves. 

 

 As for loss, I 
pictured dancing 
alone. With a theme 
of tapping, perhaps 
tap dancing? 



Adding the 

haiku 

I decided to emphasize 
the tap tap tap by using 
the same red that’s in the 
bird’s feathers.   

 

Living near a bay that’s a 
national marine 
sanctuary, in an area with 
groundwater overdraft, 
I’m awed by clean  water, 
and at the same time 
concerned about what the 
future may bring.  Holy… 
from “hāl (whole), which 
was used to mean 
uninjured, sound, 
healthy, entire, 
complete.” 

 

One final step…  



Adding a name 

The name is in the same 
font as the haiku, but 
regular instead of bold, 
and in a smaller size.   

 

It needs to be legible and 
be balanced with, but not 
distract from, the image 
and haiku.  

 

 


